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The reviews are in: Bears on Liberty Weekend 
VII / The Seven Deadly Sins was a great success! 
With intended pun- hereÕs a blow-by-blow summary:

BoLW VII began on Thursday evening, May 14 
with pre-registration and the ÒSexy BearÓ contest at 
the Bike Stop. South Philly bear Yo with his hot 
cheeks framed by a jock won the competition. (See 
pic on p. 2.)

BoLW VII Friday evening goings-on commenced 
at 6pm with registra -
tion and a two hour 
open beer and vodka 
bar at the Bike Stop. 
We left the Bike Stop at 
8pm to begin our in -
famous BoLW bar 
crawl with visits to 
T h e We s t b u r y, 
WoodyÕs,  Camac on 
Locust,  and Woof! 
Philly at SalÕs. It was 
quite amazing to see 
50-odd bears and 
friends meandering 
through the Gaybor -
hood in various states 
of camaraderie and 
tipsiness making their 
way to the bars on the 
crawl. As in past years, the crawl was lead by Liberty 
Bear Oz who brandished his strobing sword as a bea-
con for the crowd. The evening was capped off with 
a ÒBearbecueÓ at Club Body Center, hosted by The 
Philadelphians MC.

We started early on Saturday with an eye opener 
breakfast at Uncles- just the thing to remedy those 
sensitive heads after Friday nightÕs bingeing. Many 
bears and one ursula were seen soothing themselves 
with a bagel and a mimosa. Breakfast was followed 
by a scavenger hunt to track down various spots in 
town. The winners were Dennis Hart and Veronica 
Bound. We continued at early evening with a Þne 
Indian meal catered by Liberty Bear Ben North with 
the help of behind the scenes BoLW VII workaholic 
Thom Caggiano. 

Continuing into Saturday evening, we held a 
BoLW VII bar night at the Bike Stop featuring the live 

Another BoLW in the History Books

It Was a Very Entertaining Seven Deadly Sins

Liberty Bears Donate Funds
to Local AIDS Groups 

 ! Funds raised from The Liberty BearsÕ monthly so-
cials and other events like The Annual Art Show and 
BoLW VII, were donated to Calcutta House of Phila. and 
Dooley House of Southern NJ at our Sat, June 6, 2009 
meeting (5-6pm, Bike Stop). !Calcutta House Executive 
Dir., Matthew A. Teter and Dooley House CEO, Emery 
ÒETÓ Troy were present to accept $1500 checks each. 
Calcutta House serves the hospice needs of AIDS pa-
tients, and Dooley House helps children with HIV/AIDS. 
(Photos on p. 3; more info on p. 4.)

Sept. 08 - June 09
Liberty BearsÕ Year in Retrospect 

 !The Liberty Bears of Philadelphia have had a very full 
and satisfying club year.
! The year started with our Bingo Social on the Þrst Sat, 
Sept. 6, 2008. We held subsequent socials on Nov. 1, 
Jan. 3, 2009, Feb. 7, Mar.  7, Apr. 4, May 3 and June 6. 
Themes ran from Bingo to the porn swapping ÒPornoco-
pia SocialÓ to ÒSouth of the BorderÓ.
! We also had several special events. In Oct. we traveled 
to Reading  to take part in the RailmenÕs Lock Up social. 
In Apr. we held a very successful 4th Annual Liberty 
Bears Art Show. And in May we marked a milestone 
with our 7th Annual Bears on Liberty Weekend which 
celebrated the 7 deadly sins.
! Proceeds from our activities are distributed to local 
AIDS groups in June. This year, at our June 6 meeting, 
we disbursed $1500 to Calcutta House of Phila., and 
$1500 to Dooley House of South Jersey.

music of Max Christopher, The Booklets, Marc Silver 
Group, and the headliners, The James Bradford 
Band. For the night owls of the group, there were 
several late night activities: at midnight there was a 
Bathhouse Social hosted by the Keystone Boys of 
Leather. Later still was after hours dancing at Pure.

Sunday Dim Sum brunch was held at the Impe-
rial Inn. And for those who still wanted to party 
there was the WOOF! Philly 1st Anniversary 

BEARthday Party in 
the afternoon.
! BoLW seems to go 
on effortlessly, but it 
takes lots of hard work 
and planning to make 
a successful weekend. 
The Liberty Bears 
would like to take this 
opportunity to thank 
all those individuals, 
other clubs, the local 
businesses, the Phila. 
Tourist Board and the 
Phila. Marketing 
Group. We also want 
to remind everyone 
that proceeds from all 
or our club activities 

go to help community 
organization. (See related stories on pp 1 and 4. and 
pics on p. 3.)

So that leaves another Bears on Liberty Weekend 
to our sweet memories and the history books (and 
pix on pp 2 & 3).

And weÕre already thinking about BoLW VIII.

Saturday night!s headliners: The James Bradford Band

Although weÕre on hiatus for the summer, we do schedule 
summer events now and then. HereÕs one:

Fri., June 26, 2009:  Beer Night at Bears in 
the Woods  Weekend #2 at the Hillside Campground.

http://www.liberty
http://www.liberty
http://www.calcuttahouse.org/site/contact-us/12-contacts/1-matthew-teter
http://www.calcuttahouse.org/site/contact-us/12-contacts/1-matthew-teter
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Bears on Liberty Weekend VII Pix 1:

BoLW VII photos (clockwise from upper left): Abner, Oz, and 
Rick; Sexy Bear Contest Winner Yo; The Marc Silver Band; 
Max Christopher

http://www.libertybears.net
http://www.libertybears.net
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Bears on Liberty Weekend VII Pix 2:

PIX:

Liberty 
Bears 

Donate 
Funds 

to Local 
AIDS 

Groups

BoLW Photos (clockwise from  upper left: Liberty  Bears President, Gavin Schiffert  and Richard Plum enjoying 
Jello Shots; Liberty  Bears Jonathan Blount and Braheem  at registration check-in table; BoLW chair, Dan 
Kemery  and Liberty  Bears Veronica Bound and Abner Garcia; Bear Crawl  overseer  Oz Gotay-Torres brandish-
ing the strobing sword of wrath.

Check Presentation Photos: (left) Liberty Bears President Gavin Schiffert presents $1500 check to Calcutta House Ex-
ecutive Dir., Matthew A. Teter; (right) Gavin presents $1500 check to Dooley House CEO, Emery ÒETÓ Troy.

http://www.libertybears.net
http://www.libertybears.net
http://www.calcuttahouse.org/site/contact-us/12-contacts/1-matthew-teter
http://www.calcuttahouse.org/site/contact-us/12-contacts/1-matthew-teter
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Liberty Bears Elect New Executive Board
 The Liberty Bears held elections for our new Club yearÕs 
Executive Board at  our June 6, meeting. The new Board members 
are as follows:

! Gavin, President
! Veronica, Viee-President
! Marvin, Secretary
! Ron, Treasurer
! Ben, Social Chair
! Thom, Sgt.-at-Arms
! Dusty, Road Captain

Congratulations and good luck to our new and continuing execs.

The Badger is on vacation. HeÕll 
resume his column in the fall.

Upcoming Events-
NOTE: WeÕre on hiatus for the summer. Keep 

current on any special summer events by going 
to our website: libertybears.net

Fri., June 26, 2009 :  Beer Night at Bears in the 
Woods Weekend #2  at the Hillside Campground;

SUN., Sept. 6, 2009, 5pm : Liberty BearsÕ General 
Meeting , Bike StopÕs PIT;

SUN., Sept 6, 2009, 6pm-10pm : Liberty BearsÕ 
Monthly Social , Bike StopÕs Main Bar.

" Dooley House of South NJ provides a residence for medically 
fragile children, 24 hours a day 365 days a year. In this homelike 
atmosphere, an On Call Physician, registered nurses and health 
care assistants provide the necessary medical & personal care to 
keep the children healthy and happy every day of their stay at 
Dooley House.
Dooley House Programs/Full Circle Care:
" Children's Transitional Home: Dooley House is a HOME for 
medically fragile children.# The children range in age from one day# 
to 12 years old.#  The house is open 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year.#  In this warm, loving atmosphere, the children have access 
to medical care through an on-call physician, nurses on site and 
health care workers who attend the children at all times.# The staff 
strives to keep the children healthy, happy and developmentally 
stimulated.
" Hogan House: Hogan House is a transitional residence for 
persons and families affected by HIV/ AIDS. This facility provides 
housing for homeless and/or 
displaced persons living with 
HIV.# #  Hogan House provides 
staff and programs that instruct, 
d e m o n s t r a t e , a n d a s s i s t 
residents.#  Through individual 
case management, residents 
will develop life skills, have 
access to job training, addiction 
services and linkages to mental 
health services and medical 
care.
" The goal is to transition 
each resident back into the 
community better prepared to 
live with an HIV diagnosis while 
leading a productive life.
" Case Management: The 
case managers, in collaboration 
with community agencies, help 
HIV/AIDS individuals develop 
support systems.# Plans of Care 
are developed and implemented 
for each client.#  The plans in-
clude input from clients, along 
w i t h m e d i c a l a n d s o c i a l 
agencies.# The plan is to provide the beginnings of a Road Map to 
independence and a path back to community living.
" DH Transportation: Covering Burlington, Camden, Gloucester 
and Salem counties, the transportation program provides access 
to medical appointments.#  The program has specially equipped 
vans to meet the needs of the served population.#  The program 
provides clients with dependable, reliable, and safe transportation 
source to their medical appointments.#
" RW Cares: Recently established as an entity of Dooley 
House, RW Cares coordinates transportation for persons living 
with HIV/AIDS in Burlington, Camden, Gloucester and Salem 
Counties.#  Transportation services are provided for medical, den-
tal, support and social service appointments in the four counties 
as well as Philadelphia,#  In addition, RW Cares coordinates case 
management services in Southern New Jersey, providing training 
and education for case management agencies in the four coun-
ties.
" DH Supportive Permanent Housing: The Supportive Perma-
nent Housing program is new to the Dooley House family of 
services.# The goal is to assist individuals with mental health, HIV/
AIDS and substance abuse issues to obtain stable housing.
For more info go to: dooleyhouse.org

Housing is Healthcare.
Housing is Prevention. 

Housing is a Human Right.
 Calcutta House exists to provide housing and other highly 
supportive services for people living with AIDS in Philadel -
phia and the Delaware Valley region. This mission is based 
on the premise that housing is the foundation for the most 
effective and compassionate treatment, management, and 
prevention of the disease. Customized support services, 

responsive to the individual, are delivered with the convic -
tion that self-empowerment will advance attainable goals 
enabling a resident to realize his/her full potential while 

adhering to treatment and care plans.
 Calcutta House, founded over two decades ago by  
Mother  TeresaÕs Brothers of  Charity  in a rented five bed-
room row  home in  the University  City  area of  West Phila-
delphia, originally  provided a clean, comfortable, accepting 

and supportive place for  
ostracized individuals with 
end-stage AIDS to spend 
their  final  months in peace 
and comfort.
 Calcutta House serves 
people living with AIDS who 
are homeless or  at  risk of 
becoming homeless in need 
of  rehabilitative and suppor -
tive care regardless of  age, 
color, creed, physical  or 
mental  disability, ethnicity, 
familial  status, gender iden-
tity  and expression, national 
origin, race, religion, preg-
nancy, sex  or  sexual  orienta-
tion. The organization rec-
ognizes a special  responsi-
bility  to respond to the 
poorest  and most vulnerable 
of  the community. Calcutta 
House has served over  400 
individuals since its incep-
tion  and currently  serves, at 
any given time, 31 residents.

 Calcutta House provides a variety  of  services to resi-
dents that  are individualized based upon each person's 
need for  care and support. Our nursing care conforms to 
Federal  guidelines established by  the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. Client services provided by 
Calcutta House include: round-the-clock  nursing and home 
health aide services assist  each resident with activities of 
daily  living (bathing, dressing, eating, etc.); housekeeping 
and laundry  services, obtaining and administering pre -
scribed medication, conferring with  residents' primary  care 
providers to assess changes in medical  status and adminis-
ter appropriate  timely  care and treatments; managing and 
keeping medical  appointments; accessing additional  pre-
scribed medical  services (physical  therapy, hospice, etc.); 
health education; recovering from and/or  coping with 
physical  disabilities; ongoing care  assessments, treatment 
planning and monitoring.
For more info go to: calcuttahouse.org

Info on Calcutta House and Dooley House

Calcutta House at 16th St. & Girard Ave. provides housing 
and other supportive services for people living with AIDS.

http://www.libertybears.net
http://www.libertybears.net

